
• DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY~iI~ BUREAU AND SURGERY
22 Jul 2002

BUMED NOTICE 6810

From: Chief, BureauofMedicineandSurgery
To: ShipsandStationsHavingMedicalDepartmentPersonnel

Subj: FRAME OF CHOICE(FOC) PROGRAM

Ref: (a) NAVMEDCOMINST 6810.1
(b) NAVMEDCOMINST 6320.3B
(c) OPNAVINST 5100.23E

End: (1) StandardOperatingProcedures(SOP)

1. Purpose.To provideupdatesto theFOC Program.

2. Cancellation. BUMEDNOTE6810of 25 Mar 98.

3. Background. TheNavy remainscommittedto providingspectacleframesthatrespondto
missionreadiness,safety,andpersonalchoiceper references(a) and(b). As aresultofongoing
customersurveys,theNavalOphthalmicSupportandTrainingActivity (NAVOPTHALSUPP-
TRACT) hasupdatedtheFOC Programto supporttheneedsof our SailorsandMarines.

4. Responsibilities

a. NAVOPTHALSUPPTRACTis theadministratoroftheFOC Programandwill:

(1) Developpoliciesandprogramguidancefor managing,planning,organizing,
directing,andcontrollingtheFOC Program. This includesdirectingand coordinatingtheoptical
supportunits (OSUs),NAVOPTHALSUPPTRACTsatelliteunits,andArmy optical fabrication
laboratories(OFLs) whowill provideFOCsto thefleet and field.

(2) PeriodicallyupdatetheSOPsthatdescribeFOC selection,distribution,fabrication,
andinventorymaintained.

(3) Continuouslymonitorandevaluateprogramcosts.

(4) Measureresults;maintainmetricsandreportingsystem.

(5) Supplyall FOC fitting setsto all affectedactivities.

(6) Coordinatewith the otherServices’medicaltreatmentfacilities (MTF5) for providing
theFOC Programfor NavyandMarineCorpspersonnelassignedto theirfacilities.
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b. MTF. Thesenioroptometristin eachMTF will actasthecoordinatorfor theFOC
Programin theirMTF”s servicearea.Theyareresponsiblefor:

(1) Implementingandcomplyingwith thisnotice.

(2) Maintaining linesofcommunicationwith NAVOPTHALSUPPTRACTto conduct

theFOC Programby themosteffectiveandefficient means.

(3) Assigningresponsibilitiesfor theFOC Programin theirarea.

(4) Managingandmaintaininginventory.

(5) Whenpossible,providingsame-dayserviceto all customers.

(6) Trackingandreportingadverseproducttrendsto NAVOPTHALSUPPTRACT. This

includesframedefectsandpoorframedurability underoperationalconditions.

5. Policy

a. OneFOC, with clearlensesonly, will be issuedto eligible active dutypersonnel
annually. No tinted lenseswill be fabricatedin theFOC Program. Only theframesand
correspondingsizesandcolorsin theapprovedfitting set,issuedby NAVOPTHALSUPP-
TRACT, will be includedin theProgram.

b. Foreignactiveduty military personnelotherwiseeligible for eyewear,perreference(b),
arealsoeligible for oneFOC with clearlensesonly.

c. An FOC will beissuedon any spectacleprescription,civilian or military, thatis not over
1 yearold, if thepatienthasno visualcomplaintsandno decreasein best-correctedvision since
the lastvision examinationby aneyecareprofessional.

d. An FOC will notbe issuedto activeduty orReservepersonneluntil afterthefirst 30 days
ofcurrentactiveduty tour, or completionofbasicor initial training (bootcamp,officer
indoctrinationschool,officer candidateschool,U.S. NavalAcademyplebesummer),whichever
comesfirst.

e. In rareinstances,theFOC Programmaybe expandedin remoteareasto includeother
eligible beneficiaries,butonly afterapprovalby theMTF commandingofficer and executive
agentfor Departmentof Defense(DOD) optical fabrication.

f. Thedateof orderwill beannotatedin themember’soutpatientmedicalrecord. TheFOC
will not be orderedor dispensedwithoutan entryon theSF 600. Thefollowing informationis
required:

(1) Patientname,socialsecuritynumber(SSN),andcommand.
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(2) FOCdata(framestylenumber,color, eyesize,bridgesize,templessize, spectacle
prescription,andlens type(SV, PST-35,etc.)).

g. Inform aviationand submarinepersonnelverbally,andmakeentryon theSF 600, that
FOC will notbeworn while in an “operational”duty status. Inform submarinerstheP-3 frameis
themaskinsertfor useonboardsubmarines.

h. FOC, like standard-issueframes,arenot intendedfor useassafetyor sportsprotective
eyewear.Employeesinvolved in eyehazardousoperationsmustobtainappropriateprotective
eyewearasgovernedby reference(c).

i. FOC will replaceoneoftherequiredtwo pairof S-9and S-8 frames. For aviatorsand
submariners,FOC maybe in additionto therequiredtwo pairof flight glassesorP-3 frames.

j. Personnelwho damageor losetheirFOC mayreturnit for repairorreplacement.

6. Execution

a. Qualifiedshoreactivity customerswill receivean FOC prescriptionuponcompletionof a
neweyerefraction. Same-dayfabricationservicewill be affordedin all possibleinstances.

b. Qualifiedpersonnelstationedaboardafloat activitiesnot havingoptical fabrication
capabilitieswill receivetheirFOC from theclosestDODoptical fabricationsite. Qualified
personnelstationedaboardafloatactivitieshavingoptical fabricationcapabilitieswill receive
theirFOCfrom that facility, unlesstheyrequirebifocalsor glassesoutsidetherangeof
inventory.

7. Pointof Contact. TheNAVOPTHALSUPPTRACTpoint of contactfor issuesconcerning
theFOC Programexecutionis theNOSTRA Directorfor Resources,DSN 953-4297or
conmiercial(757) 887-4297ore-mail to: nostramail@med.navy.mil.

8. Forms. SF 600,ChronologicalRecordof MedicalCare,is availablevia theGeneralServices
AdministrationWebsiteat: http://contacts.gsa.gov/webforms.nsf/(formslist)?openform&count
= 1000&category=Standard+Forms&expandview.Local reproductionof theSF600 is
authorized. DD 771,EyewearPrescription,S/N 0102-LF-007-6202and DD 2766,Adult
PreventiveandChronic CareFlowsheet,S/N 0102-LF-984-8400,areavailablevia theNavy
FormsOnlineWebsiteat http://forms.daps.mil/order.

9. CancellationContingency.Retainuntil incorporatedinto reference(a).

M. L. COWAN

Availableat: http://navyrnedicine.med.navy.mil/instructions/external/external.htm
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STANDARD OPERATINGPROCEDURES

1. Purpose.To provideuniform proceduresfor theFOC Program.

2. Background.TheNavy SurgeonGeneraldesiresall eligibleNavy andMarine Corpsactiveduty
personnelto havean FOC in addition to standardissuemilitary spectacles.

3. Responsibilities.OptometryClinics will beresponsiblefor fitting anddispensingFOC.

a. Fitting anddispensingan FOC will be documentedin thepatient’shealthrecordon the SF 600 and
the DD 2766,Adult PreventiveandChronicCareFlowsheet.

b. WhendispensingFOCto aviationandsubmarinepersonnel,notify them FOC shallnot be worn
while in an operationalduty status.

c. WhenorderingFOC, clinicswill noteon the DD 771 the orderis an FOC alongwith the frame
typeandcolor.

d. Brokenframesshouldbecollectedfrom the patientandusedfor replacementparts.

e. FOC is availableatall DOD optical fabricationsites in therangeof lenspowersnormally
stockedby that laboratory.DOD optical fabricationsiteswill stock inventoriesbasedon fabricating
responsibilities.OrderFOC from your normaloptical fabricationsite.

f. PersonnelreceivingeitherFOC or standardissuemilitary glassesshouldberemindedthe glasses
theyare receivingare not protectivesafetyglassesfor eye hazardousdutiesor recreationalactivities.
Personnelwho requiresafetyglassesfor theirjobs mustobtainthem from theircommandperreference(c).

4. Inventory

a. Fitting kits will be suppliedby NAVOPTHALSUPPTRACTto all activities havingSpectacle
RequestTransmissionSystemcapabilities. Eachrespectiveopticalsupportunit/optical fabrication
laboratoryis responsiblefor notifying NAVOPTHALSUPPTRACTof the requirednumberandstreet
addressof fitting kits neededto outfit designatedclinics to fit anddispenseFOC. NAVOPTHAL-
SUPPTRACTwill supplydesignatedclinicswith initial fitting kitsandfitting setswheneverthe frame
selectionchanges.

b. Framesincludedin the FOC Programare listedon theNAVOPTHALSUPPTRACTWebsite at:
http://138.143.250.101/nostralframes.cfm.Unlessdirectedor approvedby NAVOPTHALSUPPTRACT,
no otherframestyle,color, or size is authorized.

c. All fabricationlaboratoriesmustusethe DefenseSupplyCenter,PhiladelphiaandtheElectronic
Catalogue(ECAT) for replenishingframeandlens inventory.

d. Any issueor problemwith obtainingsuppliesshouldbe reportedto theNOSTRAHead,Material
ManagementDepartmentat commercial(757) 887-4261or DSN 953-4261.

Enclosure(1)


